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This publication investigates representations of Buddhist 
thought and art in Central and East Asia with respect to 
aspects of their ritual and cultural contexts. The book looks 
into the question of how various religious environments have 
been central to the shaping of art and art forms throughout the 
history of Buddhism and its influence on the material cultures 
of different regions. Through the essays in this publication, 
the reader is provided with multiple layers of methodological 
approaches. The contributions range from the Buddhist cult 
of relics in ancient China, to material evidence for Buddhist 
rituals of confession and repentance in Northern Chinese 
cave temples, to aspects of the development of popular 
iconographies based on Avatam.saka doctrine in Tang China 
and the Korean kingdom of Unified Silla. Also discussed are 
representations of Amitābha’s Pure Land on the Northern 
Silk Road, unorthodox depictions of Buddha in grottoes of 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in Sichuan Province, 
as well as aspects of Sino-Tibetan sculptures and thangkas 
of the early fifteenth century. Investigating Tibetan medical 
thangkas mainly of the nineteenth century, basic principles 
of Tibetan medicine informed by Buddhist philosophy 
are further elaborated. Finally, the book scopes out issues 
concerning visual traditions in Japanese Buddhist art, namely, 
the development of Japanese sculptures of the Kamakura 
period, as well as mytho-historical connotations of lacquered 
temple implements in Negoro style.
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7Introduction

Introduction

Jeong-hee Lee-Kalisch and Antje Papist-Matsuo

T

his publication investigates representations of Buddhist

thought and art in Central Asia and East Asia, with respect 

to aspects of their ritual and cultural contexts. It is in fact an 

outcome of an international university lecture series which, 

involving a long period of preparation, took place in Berlin in 

2005. An even longer period of editorial work was necessary to 

bring together in a publishable form the selection of lecture 

papers and new contributions presented in this book.

The primal lecture series “Ritual in Buddhist Art” was 

originally organized by the then newly established discipline of 

East Asian Art History at the Institute of Art History, Freie 

Universität Berlin. The implementation of the Chair for East 

Asian Art History in 2003 signified the revival of an almost one-

hundred-year-old tradition of researching and teaching the art 

histories of East Asia in Berlin, the activities of which had been 

forced to come to a cease with the rise of National Socialism. 

Buddhist Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin now encompass 

a variety of interdisciplinarily positioned research fields with 

distinguished emphases on the regions of Central and East Asia.

Two main goals were the driving force behind the primal pro-

ject: first, to introduce the department to specialists of the field, 

and, second, to bring together scholars with significant expertise 

on Buddhist art and studies. Participants of the lecture series 

were Helmut Brinker (†), University of Zurich, Kang Woobang, 

Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Jeong-hee Lee-Kalisch, Freie 

Universität Berlin, Petra Maurer, Bavarian Academy of Sciences 

and Humanities/Ludwig Maximilians University Munich (at 

the time of the lecture series, University of Bonn), Nedachi 

Kensuke, University of Kyōto, Lukas Nickel, School of Orien-

tal and African Studies, University of London, Inken Prohl, 

University of Heidelberg (at the time of the lecture series, Freie 




