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Introduction

JEONG-HEE LEE-KALISCH AND ANTJE PAPIST-MATSUO

his publication investigates representations of Buddhist

thought and art in Central Asia and East Asia, with respect
to aspects of their ritual and cultural contexts. It is in fact an
outcome of an international university lecture series which,
involving a long period of preparation, took place in Berlin in
2005. An even longer period of editorial work was necessary to
bring together in a publishable form the selection of lecture
papers and new contributions presented in this book.

The primal lecture series “Ritual in Buddhist Art” was
originally organized by the then newly established discipline of
East Asian Art History at the Institute of Art History, Freie
Universitit Berlin. The implementation of the Chair for East
Asian Art History in 2003 signified the revival of an almost one-
hundred-year-old tradition of researching and teaching the art
histories of East Asia in Berlin, the activities of which had been
forced to come to a cease with the rise of National Socialism.
Buddhist Studies at the Freie Universitit Berlin now encompass
a variety of interdisciplinarily positioned research fields with
distinguished emphases on the regions of Central and East Asia.

Two main goals were the driving force behind the primal pro-
ject: first, to introduce the department to specialists of the field,
and, second, to bring together scholars with significant expertise
on Buddhist art and studies. Participants of the lecture series
were Helmut Brinker (1), University of Zurich, Kang Woobang,
Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Jeong-hee Lee-Kalisch, Freie
Universitit Berlin, Petra Maurer, Bavarian Academy of Sciences
and Humanities/Ludwig Maximilians University Munich (at
the time of the lecture series, University of Bonn), Nedachi
Kensuke, University of Kyoto, Lukas Nickel, School of Orien-
tal and African Studies, University of London, Inken Prohl,
University of Heidelberg (at the time of the lecture series, Freie
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