
Contents 
Foreword 8 

New Tank Assembly Plant 11 
German tank production up to 1939 11 
Expansion of tank production in Austria 12 
Project "Toy Factory" 15 
Transition from "Toy Factory" to "Nibelungenwerk" 19 

Plant Facilities 23 
1939: Construction begins 23 
1940: Construction work encounters problems 26 
1941: Completing extension phase I 33 
1942: Completing extension phase II 38 
1943/ 1944: Extension phases III and IV 40 
Unrealized building projects 43 
Construction and set-up costs 44 
Description of the individual plant facilities 45 

Plant Housing and Barracks Camp 69 
New residential estates change the face of St. Valentin 69 

Herzograd residential development 71 
Langenhart housing development 81 
Accommodation outside of St. Valentin 92 

Forced labor and prisoner of war camps 93 
St. Valentin satellite concentration camp 99 

Management Constellation 105 
Management build-up by the Director General of the SDP 105 
Works directors and general management 108 
Nibelungenwerk GmbH 112 
Complete takeover by the SDP 118 

Working Conditions 123 
Workforce 123 
Deployment of concentration camp inmates 143 
Supervision by Plant Security 146 
Enforced conformity by the German Labor Front 151 
Occupational health and safety, social conditions 154 
Working hours, wages and salaries 165 

http://d-nb.info/1029163596

http://d-nb.info/1029163596


Production at the Nibelungenwerk 174 
1941: Pz.Kpf.Wg. IV, VK3001 (P) 174 
1942: Pz.Kpf.Wg. IV, VK4501 (P) "Tiger" 184 
1943: "Ferdinand", Pz.Kpf.Wg. IV 204 
Production processes 243 
1944: Pz.Kpf.Wg. IV, Jagdpanzer IV/70 (A), Jagdtiger 263 
1945: Pz.Kpf.Wg. IV, Jagdpanzer IV/70(A), Jagdtiger 284 

Air Raids 290 
„Air raid shelter Ostmark" 290 
Anti-aircraft precautions 291 
Anti-aircraft defense 295 
First air raid at night 299 
First daylight raid 302 
Third and fourth air raids 311 
Low-level air attacks 313 
Heaviest air raid 314 

Relocation of Production 320 
Relocation to the Viehdorf underground tunnel system 320 
Relocations to other sites 328 
Failure of the relocation efforts 329 

Final Days and the Post-War Period 332 

Appendix 345 
Abbreviations 345 
Bibliography 346 
Image references 350 
Sources 351 
About the author 366 


