
Contents

Acknowledgments — VII

Introduction — 1

Imagining Syria: Syrian Nationalism, Greater Syria, and the SSNP — 6

The SSNP in Popular Discourse —13

Comparing Radical Rivals: The Communists, the Ba'th, and the Kata’ib —17
The Communists —17
The Ba'th-----19
The Kata’ib-----20

The SSNP in Academic Discourse — 22

Organization of the Book — 27

Part One: A New Generation

1 Nationalist Formation: Antun Sa'adeh in the South American
Mahjar-----33

2 Establishing a Nationalist Movement — 46
2.1 Beginnings: Clandestine Organization and Recruitment — 47
2.2 Discovery: The Beginning of Open Struggle-----56

3 Freedom Proves Fleeting — 66
3.1 Freedom and Confrontation — 73
3.2 From Detente to Exile-----83

Part Two: The War Years

4 Those Who Have Departed and Those Who Have Remained — 97
4.1 Exile-----98
4.2 Under Pressure: The Mandate Cracks Down on the SSNP —105

http://d-nb.info/1223556522


X —— Contents

5 Tightening the Noose: Life Under Vichy —109
5.1 Disconnected —115
5.2 “The Mandate Continues”: The Free French and the SSNP —118

6 The Early Days of Independence —127
6.1 Forging a Path Ahead as the “National Party” —130
6.2 A Special Election —137

Part Three: The Road to a Failed Revolution and Its Aftermath

7 Erasing the Mandate —145
7.1 The End of the Mandate —145
7.2 The Gathering Storm —149

8 Return to the Field of Struggle —159
8.1 Sa'adeh Versus Thabit: The Struggle for the Party —162
8.2 Rebuilding the Party and The Palestine Question —168

9 An Inglorious Revolution —177
9.1 The Aftermath: Revenge and Reorganization —185
9.2 Emerging from the Shadows —191

Part Four: Advance and Retreat

10 Out of the Shadows: Contesting Elections in Syria and 
Lebanon —197

10.1 The Electoral Struggle —198
10.2 Consequences: Navigating the Post-Shishakli Political

Order-----203
10.3 New Challenges from Within and Without — 210

11 The Malki Affair: The Uprooting of the SSNP in Syria — 216
11.1 Military Tribunals and Syria’s Pursuit of the SSNP in

Lebanon-----222
11.2 A Bitter Struggle: The Clandestine Battle Against the Syrian 

Regime — 227



Contents XI

12 The Struggle for Lebanon — 237
12.1 The Road to Civil War-----242
12.2 The Civil War-----247
12.3 An Unwelcome Change — 252

13 Epilogue: The Rise of Factionalism — 256
13.1 From Failed Coup to Civil War in Lebanon — 257
13.2 Divided They Stand: The SSNP’s March to Irrelevance in

Lebanon — 261
13.3 Political Defeat, Ideological Victory: The SSNP in Syria under Hafiz

al-Asad-----265
13.4 From Damascus Spring to Civil War: The SSNP in Syria after

2000-----268
13.5 To Where? A Movement Frustrated — 272

Bibliography — 276
Archives — 276
Periodicals — 276
Published Books, Articles and Other Material in Arabic, French, 
and German — 277
Published Books, Articles and Other Material in English — 281

Index — 286


